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THE FEAR OP SMALLPOX

it i$ofti:x siiiiii: si;iuois than
Tlin DISCASII 1TSCLF.

Horror So Kicli the Afflicted One

rtoai jitrm that He He-

ulst Treatment.

A TALK WITH DR. WAGNER

HC SAYS SMAL.LIMJX IS XOT 'WORTHY

OF ITS 1 31 1 O I ITA X C E.

Cleanliness and Vaeclnatlon Arc
Iloatlnff It and It Canifi Death

Very Infrequently.

As Dr. Theodors Wagner, who Is an cx-re- rt

In the treatment of smallpox, sat in
his office leisurely smoking a cigar one day
last week he was startled by the entrance
of a man who was deathly rale and whose
eyes were wild and haggard. On his fore-

head and perspiration stood out in huge
drops and it could be told by his general
demeanor that he was laboring under great
agitation. He hurried to the far side of
the consulting room, and, throwing hlm-fe- lf

into a chair, exclaimed, "I've got It,
doctor! I've cot it!"

-- Got what?" asked the doctor, eying his
strange caller closely.

"You don't mean to tell me," said the
man. starting up .from his chair, "that you
cannot tell what is the matter with me?
Why, I thought it was as plain as the nose
on a man's face. Can't you tell, doctor, by
my general appearance that I have got ihe
smallpox?"'

"The smallpox?" said Dr. Wagner, as he
broke Into a hearty laugh. "Why, you
haven't any more got the smallpox than I
have. What made you think you had it?"

"Well, this is the way It came about,"
said the man, cooled down. "I was walk-
ing along the street the other day when I
passed a colored man whose face was all
broken out. and I said to myself, 'I'll bet
that man has the smallpox.. I thought lit-

tle more about it until to-d- ay that hap--,
Xened last week when it seemed that every
bone in my body commenced to ache and
my throat became sore. It then dawned
upon me that what I had surmised about
the colored man was correct and that I had
contracted the disease from him. I know
I have every symptom of it."

"Well, my friend," said Dr. Wagner, con-

vincingly, "you haven't got the smallpox,
but you are gettitng a lovely case of the
grip, and my advice to you is to go home
and stay In bod to-da- y and dose lip on
quinine and by day after to-morr- you
will be all riht."

After this had been said the man, much
relieved, and. In fact, appearing to feel
much better already, got up without fur-

ther ceremony and left. "You see there,"
eaid Dr. Wagner, turning to a friend of his
who happened to be in the office, "a fair
example of the average man's fear of
smallpox. And why people hold this dis-

ease in such dread Is wonderful. Smallpox,
except that it Is loathsome, is perfectly
harmless, unless complications set in; and
by the thorough manner In which vaccina-
tion Is now carried on it is not so harmful
as It was some years ago.

DON'T D1K OF SMALLPOX NOW.
"The mortality of smallpox has greatly

fallen off in the lat twenty or thirty years.
In the old days it was nothing strange to
hear of a man dying from the disease,
which would sometimes carry off whol
families. Hut at the present time it i
equally strange to hear of a death occa-
sioned by it. The fatality of this disease
Is decreasing each year, and the reason
for this is that the people of this country
arc growing more intelligent all the time
and are learning how to live better. Peo-
ple are cleaner than they used to be, and
they pay more attention to keeping the
organic excretions In better condition. An-

other thing that Is greatly against small-
pox is the fact that people don't live as
closely together as they formerly did. Of
course, this statement hardly seems possi-
ble when we take into consideration the
tenement houses which we find in the large
cities. And there are conditions existing
right here in Indianapolis where three an
four families are living in one small house.
Hut these cases are exceptions to the gen-
eral rule of living, and it is among these
people that the smallpox of to-d- ay ex-

ists. You don't find many cases among
people who live hygknlcally, and they very
seldom have the disease unless brought
in contact with someone suffering with it.

"You may take the whole catalogue of
j contagious diseases and you will find that

there are fewer deaths caused by small-
pox than any of the other diseases, with
the exception of chlckenpox. The death
rate of smallpox is lower than that of
mea?ks, and yet people hold It with a hun-
dredfold more dread. I don't know of a
contagious disease that is less fatal than
the much-feare- d smallpox."

"Is smallpox feared the same In other
countries as in this?" Dr. Wagner was
asked.

"No. indeed." he replied. "The fear of
smallpox is greater in this count .y than
In any other in the world. This is gener
ally attributed to the fact that it Is not
so prevalent here as in the old countries,
where they have it very nearly all the time.
The worst feature attending the smallpo:
that we have is the fear of it, and this
necessarily gives the patient a great shock
und hinders his speedy recovery. The fear
which he is subjected to gets hl3 nervous
system worked tin Into such a condition
that this very often causes him more suf-
fering that the disease.

VAItIO L'S COM P LI CATIONS.
"On the whole, the mortality of small-ja- x

will not exceed 1 per cent. Now, the
principal thing to fear In the treatment
of this disease is the fact that complica-
tions may set in, and this very often causes
death. The first of these to guard against
Is rneumonia. A patient suffering with
smallpox has to be watched very closely
by the attending, physician to keep this
complication out. The second Is septic
poison, or poison from the pustulates,
which returns to the body. The third,
which Is far the worst, is caused by alco-
hol, as a constant drinker of whisky who
contracts the smallpox is very nearly cer-
tain to die. The percentage of deaths
among this class of people is very great."

"Do physicians treat smallpox in the
same manner now as they did some years
ago?"

"Yes, the treatment of the disease Is
practically the same only so far as pitting
Is concerned. You don't see people with
their faces all marked up now like they
used to bo. There la absolutely no excuse
for this to-da- y. where the means and at-
tention are forthcoming.

'The way to keep a patient from being
marked is first to have an experienced
nurse and then to have one who knows just
when the right time arrives to puncture the
pustulates. The right period at which the

pustulates should be opened is Just before
the virus turns to pus. The most success-
ful way is to puncture them at the' base
and let the cap which forms on the top of
them drcp, and in this manner the pit is
protected from the atmosphere. You un-

derstand that the pitting, or what is more
commonly known as poxmarks, is caused
by the cap of the rustulate being entirely
removed and the pit coming In contact with
the air. Of course, the disease requires
very close attention for two or three days
when the pustulates begin to fill, but after
they are relieved of the pressure by open-
ing the attention may be somewhat re-

laxed.
"Smallpox," continued the doctor, "is not

a disease of this country, as every one
knows. It is found mostly in the warmer
climates. You take, for instance, Stanley's
book on his travels in Africa and you will
find all through it passages describing
where numbers of his party have fallen by
the way afflicted with smallpox. And Af-

rica is the country In which It is generally
thought the disease originated. All along
the coast of that country they have small-
pox the year through. And you also know
that in Manila and all through the Philip-
pine Islands they have it continuously
among the natives.

"You very often hear people express won-

der why It Is that smallpox only comes
during the winter months, while In the
summertime we never hear of It. Now,
many are under the Impression that it is a
winter disease and that warm weather
stamps it out. This theory is seen to be
false when we take into consideration the
fact that in the warmer climates they have
it the year round. The reason that we only
have it during the cold weather is that we
live closer together than In the summer
months, when every one spends the greater
part of his time out of doors. You take
for instance in big tenement houses, where
there are large numbers of people living
and where a whole family may live in one
room. The chances are that this room !s
reeking with filth and six or seven people
are huddled together In it. It is in such
a place as this where smallpox breeds, and
one of the best preventives of this disease,
which every one so much dreads, is perfect
cleanliness.

MILD FORM IN THIS CITY.
"There are all forms of smallpox some

of It Is very mild and some very serious.
Tho kind which we havo in this city at
present is very mild. The most serious
form of disease Is called black smallpox
that is where the postules fill with blood.
This is very rare and nearly always fatal.
I have only known of two cases of black
smallpox in this city In the last fourteen
years, and they both proved fatal. Some
people have the disease so lightly that
they don't know lt. I was standing on
the street some time ago, talking to a
friend, when a young colored man passed
who had a light case of smallpox. I could
detect the disease on him, although there
was very little about him which denoted
that he had it. It is probable that he did
not know he was sick himself. I have a
patient now in the pesthouse who is rather
a prominent man about town. He lived in
an apartment house, where, if It had been
found out that he had the smallpox, there
would have been the greatest consterna-
tion. But as no one Is any the wiser,
and as no one else took It, everything Is
all right. I was, however, called to see my
patient before the disease had begun to
break out on him: in fact, his symptoms
were so slight that when I took him to
the pesthouse those in attendance there
greatly doubted that he had it at all. Put
In a day or so the pustulates began to form,
and, while he hasn't a very severe case,
still he has the smallpox. I notified the
man who owned the apartment house, and I
fumigated the room myself, so as to know
that it was well done, and I also know
that there is no danger of any one else
taking tho disease, and that is why I did
not have the place quarantined."
VACCINATION SUREST PREVENTIVE.

"Is vaccination the surest preventive of
smallpox?"

"Yes," he replied. "In fact, it is the only
preventive of it. Many people wonder why
vaccination will keep any one from having
the smallpox, and, in fact, many go so
far as to say that it will not. The reason
that vaccination is a preventive of the'
disease is that it introduces the smallpox
into the system. It seems that if the body
is thoroughly Imbued with smallpox it
will not be taken. vOne of the strangest
cases I ever knew of was that of an old
attendant we used to have at the pest-

house years ago. He had never had small-
pox himself and had been vaccinated. Hut
do you know that he was so saturated
with It that he had one or two pustulates
on his body all the time. You see, it Is
the same with yellow fever. A man who
llve3 In the South may have a light attack
of it from the fact that he has absorbed
the germs. Smallpox is a germ disease,
just like any of the other contagious dis-
eases.

"It is often thought that If a person is
enjoying good health he will not contract
smallpox as easily as if he were not. Well,
this Is not so. If he has not been thor-
oughly Inoculated with cowpox he is as
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susceptible to it as any one else. The only
difference is he is not near so apt to have
as serious a case, neither will it be as lia-

ble to prove fatal with him. It seems as
though some people are more predisposed
to the disease than others.- - Some will be
thrown right in the way of it and never
take it. The truth of the matter is, though,
from what I know of smallpox, and I have
had considerable experience with it, I
would rather have it twice a year than to
have typhoid fever once.

"Sometimes," Dr. Wagner went on to
say, "smallpox takes some strange freaks.
I know, when I was in France in 1SS2, I
had a cousin there who was an interne In

a military hospital which was situated
near Paris. Well, at this time the small-
pox was raging there, and in the hospital
there were from 300 to 400 cases of it all
the time. I assisted my cousin in his work,
and yet I never contracted the disease
and I had not been vaccinated. I came
back to this country and had been here
about a year when I came in contact with
a light case of it and took it. I have never
been ao4e to account for this. It hardly
seems probable that I had carried the
germä for a year before they broke out."

Usually the Editor runctuatcs.
Progressive Printer.

Compositors are often requested by
writers to punctuate their matter as they
set it up, and to their credit it may be said
they usually succeed in doing it quite satis-
factorily to both writer and reader. Rut
when the sense Is obscure punctuation
often becomes a puzzle. Even the best au-
thorities on punctuation often have widely
divergent viws. and each insists that his
notion is the only correct one. There is an
agreement on only two points that there
should be an interrogation point at the end
of each direct question asked and a period
at a "full stop." Many good writers claim
that, as a rule, printed matter Is too close-
ly punctuated; but it is often better to have
too much than none. The following sen-
tence is said to be understandable and
grammatically correct if properly punc-
tuated:

"That that is is that that is not is not
that that Is not Is not that that is that that
is is not that that is not."
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THE VOICE OF THE PULPIT

ISAIAH'S PATRIOTISM! A WASHING-

TON'S IHRTHDAY DISCOURSE.

Ry the Rev. Robert IT. Cnrion, I. D.,

Pantur of Cirace Prenhyterian
Church, Hrooklyn, X. Y.

'The vision which Isaiah, the son of
Afnoz. saw concerning Judan and Jerusa-
lem." Isaiah i, 1.

We are about to celebrate the birthday of
the father to our great Republic. Wc, as a
Nation, to-da- y are reaping the harvest that
the dead have sown, and as we observe
these anniversaries which have to do with
our country's early history, we should not
forget the sacrifices which the fathers
made, and the hardships which they en-

dured in order that we might enjoy the in-

estimable blessings of liberty and of free-
dom.

Each generation is confronted with Its
own dangers and Its own difficulties it is
expected not only to conserve whatever of
worth and value it has received from the
preceding ages, but to hand the possession
down increased by its own contribution td
those wno are to come after.

That we may be enabled to do so, we will
endeavor to garner some lessons from
Isaiah's vision. Our age Is thought to be
Intensely practical. Ideas, agencies, propo-
sitions arc Judged by their Immediate
practical results. Tho results of the man
of action are clear, and clearly seen. Judg-
ment can be passed upon such a man al-

most Immediately, nor Is any error likely
to be made. But it is far different with
the thinker and the dreamer. He may be
altogether neglected or contemptuously
criticised In his lifetime, for It may be
many years after his death before his
thought becomes translated Into deeds, and
his ideas take shape as the governing force
of multitudes.

Let us remember, then, how much the
world owes to its thinkers and so-call- ed

visionaries. It was the vision that came to
Abraham which. In the end, resulted in the
establishment of Israel and the bringing of
a blessing to all mankind. It was the vision
which Isaiah had that won his people back
from the evil way and restored them for a
season to the divine favor and to the bless-
ings of national prosperity.

ORIGIN OF THE BEST.
It is the men who, like Abraham, and

Isaiah, and Faul, and Milton, and Wash-
ington, and Lincoln, fling their thoughts
into the future to whom-w- e owe the best
and noblest and purest blessings that we
enjoy. If we would play well our part, we,
too, must catch the spirit of these men,
and have our visions of what it Is possible
for us and for our country to be and to be-

come. Most of us accept a poor idea of
what we can do and be. We live too much
by conventional standards, and do not real-
ize how. rich and helpful life can be made
by the hopes and visions which God gives
to every honest heart.

The vision of Isaiah was a wide-embac-i- ng

one. It did not concern himself and his
work alone. It took into its embrace his
country and his city. I think we have nar-
rowed the scope of the religious life too
much. We have made it merely a personal
matter. But Christianity is concerned not
only with the immediate results of the in-

dividual soul it is engaged also with the
great hope of a divine blessing; for all man-

kind. The vision which Isaiah had was con-

cerning his country and his city. How to
help them; how to win them to higher and
nobler inlngs; how to make them the abid-
ing place of honest, upright men and worn-e- n

this, this was part of his religion.
We arc told time and again that the

church should not Interfere in politics.
True, the church errs if she become a par-

tisan, but in those great matters which are
above every party, in those matters relat-
ing to a country's or a city's good covern- -
ment, it is the bounden duty of the Chris-
tian pulpit to do all it can. The church
must not be indifferent to anything that
concerns the moral uplifting of the social
well-bein- g of the peoples among whom she
is placed. It is at her peril that she remains
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Indifferent. It Is good for us at times to
remember the all-embrac- conception of
the Christian religion, for mankind is in-

debted for its best and most salutary po-

litical and civil blessings to the presence of
an earnest, heartfelt, religious faith. The
religious life touches all the varied activi-
ties in which a man is engaged not only as
a man, but as a social being, as a citizen,
and as a Christian. Let us then, while we
attend to our Individual souls, endeavor to
have a faith like the faith of the noble
Isaiah the faith that was in Washington
which will take within its compass the
well-bein- g and uplift of our city and our
country.

SPIRIT OF HOPEFULNESS.
We notice, also, the hopefulness which

pervades the prophet's vision. He saw
clearly the sins and wrongdoing of his
countrymen, but he did not despair. He
knew that, bad as was the condition of
things, there was a cure; "cease to do evil,
learn to do well," and the blessing of God
on his people.

Ue need this spirit of hopefulness very
greatly in the present day. We know that
civil and political evils abound. Our social
conditions are not what they ought1 to be.
It is cowardly to shake our heads and say,
as many do, that we cannot hope to remedy
the existing evils. It is unmanly to stand
aside and let the faithful few fight the baU
tie against tremendous odds. Let us pos-

sess the hopeful faith of Israel's great re-

former and prophet, and of our own first
President. Our country sorely needs men
with steel in their blood, with brave, cour-
ageous hearts who fear not to attack
wrongdoing in high places as well as In low.
And of one thing be assured, the issue need
never be in doubt. This is God's world, and
right must eventually prevail. Preserve at
all costs this spirit of hopefulness and nev-

er let go the assurance of final victory.
"One shall chase a thousand and two shall
put ten thousand to flight." This has been
verified over and over again when a single
soul clad in uprightness and truth has put
to confusion the serried hosts, of wrong-
doing.

We do well to remember our anniversary
days. We could wish that amid the pleas-
ure and holiday making our people did not
wholly neglect tho solemn and serious
thoughts that should accompany them.

God hath signally blessed our land since
her birthday as a nation. "He hath not
dealt so with any people." Great oppor-
tunities of doing good, of rising to the
highest plane have been granted us. Shall
we be accounted worthy or shall it be that,
weighed in the balance, we shall be found
wanting? You remember Isaiah's patriot-
ism. Shall our feelings for our beloved
land be aught less deep than his? Shall wc
sit idly by and allow, if we can prevent it,
the smallest speck to cloud the fair name
and fame of the land we love? Nay, nay.
We pray God for grace to serve our coun-
try in our day and generation, as our patri-
otic forefathers served it In theirs; for
strength to labor for her best interests and
her surer establishment In righteousness,
for that rerfect love which, though it is
not blind to faults, grows never weary in
its service of faith and devotion.

Rattle Flag.
Nothing: hut flags but impla flags.
Tattered and torn and hanging In rags;
Some walk before them with careless tread.Nor think, of the hosts of the patriot da3That have marched hfneath them iu daysgor by
With a burning cha-- k an! a kindling eye,
And hava bathed their f&Ida with their life'syoung; tide,
And, dying, blesseS them. and. blessing, died.
Nothing: but flag jet methinki at night
They t"-l-l each other their tales of fright;
And specters come, and theif twin arms twine
Round each standard torn, as they ttand In lin

As th5 word is plven they charire! they form!
And the dim hall rings with the tattle's storm;
And once again, through smoke and strife,
These colors lead to a nation's life.
Nothing: but flags yet, bathed with tears.
They tell of triumphs, of hor. of fears;
Of earnest prayers fr the absent m-- n.

Of the battlefiH and the prison pn,
Silent, they ?peak; and th tear will utart
As we F'ard before them with throbbing- heart
And think of tho who are not forgot;
Their flag came hither yet they came not.
Nothing but flajs yet we hold our breath
And gaze with awe at those type of death;
Xodinff but flaKJ yet the thought will come.
The h-a- rt must pray, though the lips be dumb.
They are sacred, pure, ani we se n Ktala
Oil those loved flags, which came home again;
Kartizd in blood of our iuret. best:
Tattered and torn, they are now at rest.

Francis Gallagher, In Hartford Courar.t.

Insure with German r'lre Insurance of
Indiana. General offices 23 South Delaware
street Fire, tornado and explosion.
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palate.

That's What
the judges at three great World's
Fairs pronounced Harper Whisky.
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they awarded it gold medals over all
other brands in the world.
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